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A resolution (S. Res. 8) to make effective 

appointment of Deputy Senate Legal Coun-
sel. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to and the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 8) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

S. RES. 8 

That the appointment of Morgan J. 
Frankel of the District of Columbia to be 
Deputy Senate Legal Counsel, made by the 
President pro tempore this day, is effective 
as of January 3, 2019, and the term of service 
of the appointee shall expire at the end of 
the One Hundred Seventeenth Congress. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENTS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send to the desk, en bloc, 11 unanimous 
consent requests, and I ask for their 
immediate consideration en bloc. I fur-
ther ask that the requests be agreed to 
en bloc, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table, and that they appear separately 
in the RECORD. 

Before the Chair acts on my request, 
I would like to point out that these re-
quests are routine and done at the be-
ginning of each new Congress. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that for the duration of the 116th 
Congress, the Ethics Committee be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that for the duration of the 116th 
Congress, there be a limitation of 15 
minutes each upon any rollcall vote, 
with the warning signal to be sounded 
at the midway point, beginning at the 
last 71⁄2 minutes, and when rollcall 
votes are of 10-minute duration, the 
warning signal be sounded at the begin-
ning of the last 71⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that during the 116th Congress, it 
be in order for the Secretary of the 
Senate to receive reports at the desk 
when presented by a Senator at any 
time during the day of the session of 
the Senate. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the majority and minority 
leaders may daily have up to 10 min-
utes each on each calendar day fol-
lowing the prayer and disposition of 
reading of, or the approval of, the Jour-
nal. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that notwithstanding the provi-
sions of rule XXVIII, conference re-
ports and statements accompanying 
them not be printed as Senate reports 
when such conference reports and 
statements have been printed as a 
House report unless specific request is 
made in the Senate in each instance to 
have such a report shall be printed. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on Appropria-
tions be authorized during the 116th 
Congress to file reports during the ad-
journments or recesses of the Senate 
on appropriations bills, including joint 
resolutions, together with any accom-
panying notices of motions to suspend 
rule XVI, pursuant to rule V, for the 
purpose of offering certain amend-
ments to such bills or joint resolutions, 
which proposed amendments shall be 
printed. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that, for the duration of the 116th 
Congress, the Secretary of the Senate 
be authorized to make technical and 
clerical corrections in the 
engrossments of all Senate-passed bills 
and joint resolutions, Senate amend-
ments to House bills and resolutions, 
Senate amendments to House amend-
ments to Senate bills and resolutions, 
and Senate amendments to House 
amendments to Senate amendments to 
House bills or resolutions. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that, for the duration of the 116th 
Congress, when the Senate is in recess 
or adjournment the Secretary of the 
Senate is authorized to receive mes-
sages from the President of the United 
States, and—with the exception of 
House bills, joint resolutions and con-
current resolutions—messages from the 
House of Representatives; and that 
they be appropriately referred; and 
that the President of the Senate, the 
President pro tempore, and the Acting 
President pro tempore be authorized to 
sip duly enrolled bills and joint resolu-
tions. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that, for the duration of the 116th 
Congress, Senators be allowed to leave 
at the desk with the Journal clerk the 
names of two staff members who will 
be granted the privilege of the floor 
during the consideration of the specific 
matter noted, and that the Sergeant- 
at-Arms be instructed to rotate staff 
members as space allows. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that, for the duration of the 116th 
Congress, it be in order to refer trea-
ties and nominations on the day when 
they are received from the President, 
even when the Senate has no executive 
session that day. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that, for the duration of the 116th 
Congress, Senators may be allowed to 
bring to the desk bills, joint resolu-
tions, concurrent resolutions and sim-
ple resolutions, for referral to appro-
priate committees. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is 
there objection to agreeing to the 
unanimous consent requests en bloc? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

FIXING THE HOUR OF DAILY 
MEETING OF THE SENATE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
have a resolution at the desk. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 9) fixing the hour of 
daily meeting of the Senate. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for its imme-
diate consideration, and to send the 
resolution over, under the rule I object 
to my own request. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The resolution will go over, under 
the rule. 

S. RES. 9 

Resolved, That the daily meeting of the 
Senate be 12:01 p.m. unless otherwise or-
dered. 

f 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as 
we begin the 116th Congress, I am glad 
to be welcoming back my friends and 
returning colleagues to what I hope 
will be a productive session. Before we 
get to work, I would like to note the 
arrival of eight new Members who were 
just sworn in. 

The Senate welcomes MARSHA BLACK-
BURN of Tennessee, MIKE BRAUN of Indi-
ana, KEVIN CRAMER of North Dakota, 
JOSH HAWLEY of Missouri, MARTHA 
MCSALLY of Arizona, MITT ROMNEY of 
Utah, JACKY ROSEN of Nevada, and 
KYRSTEN SINEMA of Arizona, and in the 
coming days, Rick Scott of Florida will 
join our ranks. 

I would like to welcome each of our 
incoming colleagues—as well as their 
families—to the Senate. Today you are 
forming the newest links in a historic 
chain and continuing the rich tradi-
tions of this body in which we are so 
fortunate to serve. 

On a related note, I am pleased our 
new colleagues and the entire Senate 
will continue learning from the exam-
ple of one of the most loyal stewards of 
our traditions, Senator CHUCK GRASS-
LEY, who has been elected today as our 
new President pro tempore. 

So congratulations to the senior Sen-
ator from Iowa on this tremendous ac-
complishment. 

f 

THE NEW CONGRESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as 
we begin this new Congress together, 
one fact is abundantly clear—the 
American people need Democrats and 
Republicans to work together. 

Today illustrates that very point. 
Last November, voters expanded our 
Republican majority in the Senate but 
ensured that 60 votes will only be at-
tainable by working across the aisle, 
and incoming Speaker PELOSI will be 
leading a new Democratic majority 
over in the House. 

This is the landscape in which we 
will be operating. Fortunately, the 
record of the 115th Congress illustrates 
just how much is possible when both 
sides make bipartisan collaboration a 
priority. 

In the Senate, our good-faith efforts 
yielded a historic tally of legislative 
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accomplishments on behalf of the 
American people. We passed landmark 
legislation to help heal the wounds of 
the opioid epidemic. We delivered 
measures to help lower prescription 
drug prices and expand access to safe 
treatments. We reached a major agree-
ment to rebuild America’s military and 
designed VA reforms that will help our 
Nation better keep its solemn promises 
to the brave men and women who have 
served. We brought a bipartisan scalpel 
to financial regulations so fewer of 
Main Street’s local lenders will get 
trapped in the maze of Wall Street’s 
rule book. We reasserted a commit-
ment to regular order appropriations. 
We laid the groundwork for rebuilding 
American infrastructure. We delivered 
certainty and predictability to farming 
communities across our country. 

So we know the Senate, with this Re-
publican majority, is fertile soil for big 
bipartisan accomplishments. The ques-
tion is, Will the newly Democratic 
House join in this good momentum or 
bring it to a standstill? It is a clear 
choice, and it will be clear to the 
American people watching all this at 
home: Good governance or political 
performance art? The public interest or 
political spite? Policymaking or Presi-
dential harassment? 

The first test is already upon us. Just 
yesterday, I was glad to join House and 
Senate leaders of both parties in a 
meeting with President Trump at the 
White House to discuss border security 
and outstanding appropriations. 

This meeting included a briefing on 
the urgent crisis at our southern bor-
der. The facts on the ground are truly 
striking. 

As the Border Patrol Chief testified 
before the Judiciary Committee a few 
weeks ago, the Border Patrol appre-
hended more than 800—800—gang mem-
bers just last year, a 50-percent in-
crease over the previous year. Meth-
amphetamine seizures are up 75 percent 
since fiscal year 2015. 

Importantly, we also know that in 
each of our four CBP sectors where 
physical barriers have been improved 
or expanded, illegal traffic has dropped 
by at least—now listen to this—90 per-
cent in these areas where there are 
physical barriers, illegal traffic has 
dropped by 90 percent. 

These are the facts on which the en-
tire conversation must turn. Yet, as 
yesterday marked the 12th day of this 
ongoing partial government shutdown, 
our Democratic colleagues seemed less 
concerned with these facts than with 
their unreasonable political standoff 
with President Trump. 

So for the benefit of all involved, let 
me restate the terms of engagement; in 
other words, where we are. We need a 
bicameral, bipartisan compromise solu-
tion. We need an arrangement that can 
check these three boxes: pass the 
House, achieve the support of at least 
60 Senators, and get a Presidential sig-
nature. This is not complicated. That 
is how you make a law. 

The legislation that House Demo-
crats reportedly plan to vote on later 

today is, in my view, not a serious at-
tempt to check all three of those boxes. 
In fact, it ignores the bipartisan con-
ference negotiations and progress made 
on these spending bills over the last 
month. So I would call it political the-
ater, not productive lawmaking. 

I have made it clear on several occa-
sions—and let me say it again—the 
Senate will not take up any proposal 
that does not have a real chance of 
passing this Chamber and getting a 
Presidential signature. So let’s not 
waste the time. Let’s not get off on the 
wrong foot with House Democrats 
using their platform to produce polit-
ical statements rather than serious so-
lutions. Let’s pick up where we left off 
and dedicate this 116th Congress to the 
spirit of bipartisan collaboration to 
create more victories for the American 
people. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

YOUNG). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HOEVEN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-
nority leader is recognized. 

f 

WELCOMING MEMBERS OF THE 
SENATE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first 
allow me to welcome all of the new 
Members who were just sworn in for 
the first time as U.S. Senators, as well 
as my friends who were reelected to 
this body. We are entrusted with an 
awesome responsibility to conduct the 
vital business of this country we all 
love. We come at it from many perspec-
tives, backgrounds, and geographies, 
but the hope is that we can come to-
gether and get some good things done. 

I hope, in this new year and through-
out the new Congress, the Senate will 
prove worthy of the responsibility and 
faithfully discharge our duties to our 
States, our country, the Constitution, 
and, of course, the well-being of the 
American people. 

Now, sadly, as I address you, this new 
Congress is under the shadow of a gov-
ernment shutdown. Only one person is 
to blame for this predicament—Presi-
dent Trump. Democrats made several 
offers to the President that would have 
kept the government open over the hol-
iday break. We even agreed to Leader 
MCCONNELL’s proposal to pass a clean 
continuing resolution to avoid a shut-
down, and it passed the Senate unani-
mously; every single Democrat and 
every single Republican was for it. All 
indications were that President Trump 
would sign it, but then, hounded by the 
far right, particularly the radio and TV 

commentators, President Trump threw 
a temper tantrum at the eleventh hour, 
and demanded more than $5 billion for 
an ineffective border wall, knowing full 
well that it lacked the votes in the 
Senate. 

After publicly rooting for a govern-
ment shutdown for months, President 
Trump finally got his wish. Now, nine 
Cabinet Departments and dozens of 
other Agencies are shut down and hun-
dreds of thousands of Federal workers 
are doing their jobs without pay. Food 
safety inspectors are running out of re-
sources. Federal courts are running out 
of money. National Parks are suffering. 
In a few short months, the IRS will not 
be able to issue tax refunds that are 
vital to so many families. 

Yesterday, the President invited con-
gressional leaders to the White House. 
Speaker-designate PELOSI and I sought 
to have a sensible discussion about how 
to reopen the government. We proposed 
two bills that separate the wall fight 
from the government shutdown. Let 
me repeat that. The two bills we pro-
posed separate the wall fight from the 
government shutdown. You don’t have 
to have one, even if you can’t resolve 
the other. 

We proposed two bills: first, a six-bill 
minibus to provide appropriations for 
every Cabinet Department except 
Homeland Security and, second, a 30- 
day continuing resolution for Home-
land Security. 

The six bills are not Democratic 
bills, as I heard some of the rightwing 
commentators say. The six bills are the 
same bills that Republicans, including 
Leader MCCONNELL, supported in the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. The 
CR passed unanimously through the 
Senate last year. Four of the six bills 
came to the floor and passed the Sen-
ate 92 to 6, with the vast majority of 
Democrats and Republicans being for 
them. 

These are not Democratic bills. They 
were crafted in a bipartisan way by a 
Republican-controlled Senate Appro-
priations Committee and a Republican- 
controlled Senate. If these bills pass, 
they would allow us to continue discus-
sion on border security without leaving 
large portions of the government shut 
down. 

We obviously disagree about the best 
way to secure the border. We believe 
the wall is wrong on many counts. The 
wall is ineffective—most experts agree 
with that—and the wall is expensive. 

When the wall was promised by 
President Trump, he said it was a cam-
paign pledge he must keep. That was 
not his campaign pledge. His campaign 
pledge was to build a wall and have 
Mexico pay for it, not American tax-
payers. So it is not a campaign pledge. 

The President has no plan to deal 
with eminent domain. There are hun-
dreds of landowners on the southern 
border who will go to court and fight 
every attempt by the Federal Govern-
ment to expropriate their land. That 
will take years. 
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